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PO Box 22-076 
Christchurch 
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e-mail: Vhrallnet@yahop.com 

website: 

http://www.freespeech.org/fhrall/ 

We welcome donations and contributions. 
Subscribe by sending us some cash or a set 
of stomps. 

Front cover photo: A girl woves un anarchist 
flog (the circled A stands for anarchy is order, 
the A standing for anarchy and the O for 
order) during the Argentinean insurrection. 

nz anarchist/libertarian 
socialist contacts 

note: The Thrall collective does not 
necessarily endorse the views of the 
groups listed below. 

NATIONAL 

Industrial Workers of the World (IWW) 
Aotearoa 

PO Box 5407 Dunedin, e-moil: 
iwwg mbduned in@e3 .co. nz 

LOCAL GROUPS 

Christchurch 

Anarchist Round Table, PO Box 22-076 
Christchurch, e-mail: 
anroundtable@botmail.com 
website: http://www.anarchist.orcon.nel.nz 
ART hold public meetings every month. 
Contact ART for further details. 


Wellington 

Committee for the Establishment of 
Qvifisation (CEC) and the Freedom 
■ Shop, PO Box 9263, Te Aro, Wellington, 
e-mail: cec@mad.scienfist.com 
website: nftp://www.taa.ca/~cec/ 


Libertarian Communists, zj- PO Sox 

. is Vo. Ws ington, e-mafl: 

“:DC=—^.«-b£'|«CPK 50.CC .nz 

-wthtf 1 Corrv^-jrmss bold pubSc 
dccussions every month. Contact them for 
I further details. 

Auckland 

Third Eye Publishing Project 25 

Croydon Road, Mt. Eden. Auckland, e- 
mail: thirdeye@wombles.com 
website: http://www.geocifies.com/ 
theth irdeyewe bs rte/ 

daw War, PO Sox 78-104, Grey Lynn, 
Auckland, e-moil: classwor@rome.com 



canterbury health workers win partial victory 



wo thousand health workers in 
Canterbury recently won a 10% pay 
increase and better work conditions 
after calling off an unprecedented 1 5 day 
strike. The dispute between the health 
workers and the Canterbury District Health 
Board had been going on for about seven 
months, and included a 48 hour strike late 
lost year. One good thing about the 
proposed action by the health workers was 
that it was supported by 250 senior 
clinicians. However, most doctors refused 
to give solidarity to the nurses and 
midwives and instead sided with their 
bosses - hardly surprising perhaps given 
that they are middle class. 

What was remarkable about the 
threatened strike was the hysteria of many 
bosses over the action. For example, the 
Mayor of Christchurch, Garry Moore, called 
it "tantamount to a civil emergency"! 

Since both Labour and National 
governments have "restructured" (ie. tried 
to privatise) the state owned health sector, 
health workers have found themselves 
facing much worse conditions. They are 
generally over-worked, under staffed and 
treated something awful by bureaucratic 
management (who are paid very nicely 
for doing very little). To cap it all, the 



workers aren't well paid at all. Most health 
workers find themselves in pretty shocking 
conditions up and down the country, not 
just in Canterbury. It looks likely that 
5,500 nurses in Auckland might go out on 
strike after being offered a mere 2% wage 
rise recently. The proposed strike is also in 
response to the government ordering 
health managers to cut spending at 
Auckland hospitals. 

Strike activity in Aotearoa is at an all 
time taw (see graph) despite a vicious ruling 
class offensive since 1984 on our standard 
of living. Bosses have had it too good at our 
expense for too tang. Let's hope that other 
workers take a leaf out of the health 
workers book. 


Quote of the month: 

"Humanity shall not liberate itself by 
slicing itself up like liberated polos to 
mark their borders. Re elution means 
going beyond all borders. It means 
superceding wo man hood as ■■veil-as 
manhood. Individuals getting pri.cite ' 
zorsrc Lover fheT v.es. e . en o . -v ,, 
"ethnos c^.rr tbdJP 

s not a solution •>. itself. The only true 
solution is to create with others (of both 
sexesi relationships of a different nature 
where one no longer fears nor risks 
domination. The point is not for women 
to be free of men. but free with them. The 
goal is not for each person to declare his 
or her independence, but each may stop 
fearfully refusing to be dependent 
interpendent. Liberty is a relationship.' 
For A World VVj t-vout .Mo roi Order 
i 19981. 



bloody typical... 

jundreds of thousands of dollars of genetically engineered (GE) potatoes were 
I destroyed at Lincoln (near Christchurch) on Jan. 10 by an anonymous anti GE 

-1 group. Green Party co-leader and MP Jeanette Fitzsimons immediately 

condemned the attack on the spuds. Perhaps the Greens only want direct action over GE 
when it is directed by Green Party bureaucrats to gain publicity at election time, like the last 
crop raid? 



argentina solidarity 
demo 

n Friday 18th January around 
twenty people picketed the United 
States Consulate General in 
Auckland for an hour and a half in a show 
of solidarity with the anti-capitalist 
rebellion in Argentina. The protest was 
called by the Anti-Imperialist Coalition, a 
collection of individuals and groups 
formed last September, and attracted 
several Argentinean nationals, whose 
eyewitness reports of the struggles in their 
homeland were greatly appreciated by 
picketers. Speakers at the picket stressed 
the international nature of support for the 
anti-capitalist rebellion, and highlighted 
the danger of US-backed military 
intervention. Parrallels were drawn 
between the IMF's role in bankrupting 
Argentina and the institution of anti¬ 
working class neoliberal and Blairite 
economic policies in Aotearoa/New 
Zealand over the past decade and a half. 

See the articles on pages 6 & 7 for the near 
revolutionary situation in Argentina. 


















war is terrorism! 

reports from the national day of action against the war in aotearoa 


T he mass media and the political 
establishment have begun a 
campaign of vilification against 
new immigrant communities of Afghans in 
Auckland in the wake of the wave of the 
war on Afghanistan. 

The NZ Herald (an Auckland 
newspaper) has claimed that the local 
Afghan community is a possible haven for 
"terrorists". The Labour-Alliance 
government, which has been busy 
persecuting overstayers, added its weight to 
the campaign, presenting its Kafkaesque 
detention-without-trial of several Afghan 
refugees as part of the "war on terror" 
launched by the US ruling elite. 

The trigger for this campaign is the 
pressure the US ruling elite is putting on its 
allies (like the NZ government) to take a 
harsh line against terrorism. And it shows 
us some of the uses the "Anti-Terrorist Bill" 
will be put to. 


Christchurch 

anti-US base demo at 
harewood 


O n Saturday December the 1 st, as part 
of the national day of action against 
the war in Afghanistan, over 100 
protestors gathered at the US military base at 
Harewood, Otaufahi/Christchurch. The 
protestors were there to demand the immediate 
withdrawal of the US and New Zealand 
military presence in Afghanistan as well as the 
demilitarisation of Harewood. Harewood is a 
medium level multi-purpose military transport 
base that serves the massive US spy bases in 
Australia, specifically the key one of Pine Gap. 
Pine Gap has played a major role in every 
recent US military action and will most likely be 
providing targeting information for the current 
war in Afghanistan. 

To start off proceedings there were short 
speeches by an Anti-Bases Campaign 
representative and a woman from the local 
Afghan community. The protestors then 
marched to the base, but were prevented 
from getting to their planned demonstration 
location in front of the base because of a 
police blockage of a public road. The 
police rather dubiously claimed that the 
public road was airport land and that if any 
of the protestors crossed the barricades they 
would be arrested for trespass. The decision 
was made to halt the march at the police 
line and people took the opportunity to 


Anarchists at the Christchurch tour of capitalist greed' last year 


decorate the base fence with brightly 
coloured pieces of wool and fabric as well 
as banners and paper cranes. The road 
was also covered in anti-raa'sm, anti-war and 
soaal justice slogans by happy chalkers. 
While these protestors brightened up the 
rather drab surroundings, others enjoyed 
afternoon tea of coffee, tea and biscuits 
kindly provided by Food not Bombs. 

After about 20 minutes a small number 
of people decided to breech the police 
barricade. However, they were pushed 
back and in the process an airport security 
office assaulted one person. Another of the 
line breakers asked repeatedly to be 


arrested for trespass but the police politely 
refused to oblige. 

In the end the protestors marched back to 
their starting point and then went home, but 
not before a number of water bombs filled 
with red dye were thrown at the base 
buildings. The protest was generally 
regarded as the most enjoyable and 
effective action taken by the anti-war 
'movement' in Otautahi/Christchurch. It 
was organised by a coalition of groups 
including the Anarchist Round Table, 
Socialist Worker Organisation, ARENA, 
Women in Black, Anti-Bases Campaign and 
Food not Bombs. 


auck/and 

labour party picket and naval base protest 


ifty to Seventy people picketed the 
Labour Party Conference in 
Takapuna, Auckland for a couple 
of hours as part of the national day of anti¬ 
war action on Dec 1. The small turnout was 
perhaps not surprising, given the out-of-the- 
way location of the conference, the effect on 
public consciousness of the somewhat 
illusory 'victory' of the US-led forces over 
the past two weeks, and of course the 
extremely weak state of the NZ left generally 
in 2001. On the positive side of the ledger, 
the picket had a very good spirit and was 
able to bring together to some extent two 
important issues. As well as members of the 
Anti Imperialist Coalition and the broader 
Anti War Coalition, the conference doorstep 
attracted about 10-15 teachers protesting 
the inadequate education funding that has 
prompted ongoing PPTA industrial action. 
We were able to talk to a number of the 
teachers and to advance slogans that linked 
their campaign with the anti-war 
campaign...Another positive feature of the 
picket was the rowdy, confrontational tone it 


took...Soaal democrats as well as loony far 
leftists were really rarking it up, shouting 
'Baby killers!' and 'You've got blood on 
your hands!' and 'Resign!' as pro-war 
delegates scuttled in. 


PROTEST OUTSIDE THE 
DEV0NP0RT NAVAL BASE 

After all the delegates had gone inside 
the AIC, which had 12-15 people at the 
picket, burnt a copy of the Terrorism Bill 
(always a good media stunt that one) 
and headed down to Devonport [a suburb 
of Auckland], We canned the march on 
the naval base because of low turnout 
and the absence of activity on the base - 
most of the boats were away — and did a 
'speak-in' in the main street of Devonport 
instead. The place was pretty dead, but 
we did meet a couple of interesting 
people, including an Iraqi who took 
literature to distribute in his community. 


the war produces racist 

scapegoating in auckland 












4 Thr@ll Jan/Feb 2002 


cily into a police state 

I tell you this not to glorify the vote as 
the pinnacle of achievement but to realise 
that the thirst for freedom is unstoppable 
and it will always continue despite 
oppression. You may think I'm being a bit 
dramatic talking of oppression while in 
safe and relatively affluent Aotearoa but 
notice that the ozone hole is the most 
dangerous its ever been, we stand on the 
brink of a possible world war, and as 
1951 shows us democratic freedoms are 
paper thin in times of crisis. 

1951 for those too young to know was 
when it was made illegal, right here in 
Aotearoa, to talk in public in support of 
the wharfies union, or to give food to a 
wharfie or their family or even to discuss 
the law that made all these things illegal. 
The wharfies crime was to refuse to work 
more than 40 hours a week. 

That's why we need to learn and 
understand our history, our context. When 
we understand our context we can start to 
clarify our vision for the future, which is 
desperately needed work. Anarchists like 
Bookchin and Michael Albert are doing 
this with Social Ecology and Participatory 
Economics. But vision cannot be built 
without context. 


opening address to the “2001: an anarchist 
odyssey” conference in Christchurch, October 2001 

■MHapitalism is 


under challenge for the first time in decades. From PNG [Papua 
New Guinea] to Prague, Seattle to South Africa there is a growing movement 
against the instruments of capitalist globalisation - the World Economic 


ANARCHY IS ORDER, CAPITALISM IS CHAOS 

Capitalism is the system of private ownership of the big things in life (or the means of 
production as they're more often called). It's taken us to a point where 3 people are 
wealthier than the poorest 48 countries. Call us crazy but we think a system where half 
the world's population annual income is equal to the wealth of world's 225 richest 
people is unjust and will continue to sow bitterness, hatred war and terrorism. 

While mainstream media talk of 'anarchy' erupting whenever warlords who are not 
'our' warlords go on a chaotic rampage we repeat again and again anarchy is not 
chaos. Anarchy is order, capitalism is chaos. 

Anarchism is not about 'doing your own thing', it's not solely concerned with 
individuality although the creeping ideology of me-ism is gaining ground in our 
consumer culture. Anarchism is a movement, it is a praxis — which means theory into 
action. Anarchism is a strand of socialism with a history of over 150 years. 


JOIN THE GREENS? 

NOPE... 

And to put things in context the anti¬ 
capitalist globalisation movement did not 
begin in Seattle and terrorism didn't start 


THE STRUGGLE AGAINST FORGETTING 

A lot of people say "why bother with history, who cares what a bunch of dead white 
males with long beards did". While it's true that history, even radical history has been— 
very eurocentric and male oriented we need. 

story. Not of the kings and queens but of the | 

People. This knowledge is nourishing and § S « 3 S 5 m * - 

sustaining. You are not alone. Things are not | - - v - - -=■ | 

as bad as they may seem. Things that seem I -y— ==*f~- 

impossible are achievable. You are not the f IBbB 8 f It 

spaceman on the poster for this conference - 

alone, isolated, on another planet. You are | B I 

Milan Kundera said "the struggle of | *^T7 
people against power is the struggle of llC ’By -M 

memory against forgetting". Or as King | Si HiIS iEfeas B ■ ■■ 

Kapisi says "Fix Amnesia". 

We are asked to forget that the CIA put j jfl If fti I 

$6 billion dollars into training Muslim fundamentalists in Afghanistan. We are asked to 
forget that it was the Labour Party that privatised Air New Zealand in the first place. We 
are asked to forget the colonialism that has built the wealth of Western nations. We are 
asked to forget that the only terrorism this country has seen was done by the French 
State against Greenpeace. And we are asked to forget the people's struggles that have 
given us the hard won breathing space and relative freedoms we enjoy today. And 
mostly we obey by forgetting. 

Our first step in organising against capitalism in the 21st century is to reclaim the 
knowledge that past generations possessed and understand it ourselves. We should gain 
courage in the fact that people have struggled and won piece by piece. 

• 600 years ago we were owned by lords 

• 200 years ago the working class could not vote 

• just over 100 years ago women could not vote 

• in Australia just 30 years ago Aboriginal people could not vote 

• though economic apartheid still exists South Africa threw off racial apartheid only H 
years ago 

• 5 years ago East Timorese independence was considered a 'lost cause' and the 
Suharto regime in Indonesia seemed immovable 

• 4 years ago the IMF and World Bank could meet in safety without turning the host 
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-o«e gone fror- espousi-«g non-vioience 
25 3 "noi- pr-idp*e to creerleading the 
US bombing of Afghanistan. The US, 
Joschka Fischer explains, is the only 
country with a big enough stick to enforce 
peace in Europe. This is not just a matter 
of the German Greens lacking moral 
fortitude — it's a systematic problem that 
faces all parties. 

The NZ Labour Party started out calling 
for public ownership of the means of 
production and ended up overseeing the 
fastest and most wide ranging privatisation 
in the world (as Murray Horton will no 
doubt explain in tomorrow's workshop on 
who owns New Zealand). Labour are 
pushing for capitalist globalisation by 
stealth through free trade agreements like 
the Hong Kong Free Trade Agreement as 
Bill Rosenberg will explain in one of this 
afternoons workshops. 

SEPTEMBER 11 
THE FIRST 

But what if a party managed to stay true 
to its radical roots? That's where the first 
September 11 comes in. September 11 
1973. Has anyone read any books by 
Isabelle Allende? Her unde was Salvador 
Allende. In Chile Salvador Allende's 
National Alliance was a Marxist Party that 
had a programme of redistribution of 
power and resources to the poor. They 
were the first democratically elected 
Marxist Party in the world. But 
corporations didn't like that - in fact ITT 
put up $1 million to help overthrow 
Salvador Allende. The CIA didn't like it 
either. Henry Kissenger and President 
Nixon told the CIA it would be necessary 
to "make the Chilean economy scream". 
Kissenger said "I don't see why we need 
to stand around and watch a country go 
communist because of the irresponsibility 
of its own people". 

And so, on September 111 973 in a 
CIA backed military coup the Salvador 
Allende government was toppled, the 
parliament bombed, thousands rounded 
up and taken to football stadiums and 
shot and General Pinochet came to power 
preaching the free market policies of his 
advisor US economist Milton Friedman, 
hero of Thatcher, Reagan and NZ Labour 
Party Rogernomics. 

Two years later the Whit!am govt, in 
Australia was toppled by less dramatic but 
still devious means. These days the power 
of global capital is so great they probably 
won't have to use such naked aggression to 
get rid of people that threaten their power. 

But the lesson of September 11 1973 is 
clear - if a government could truly change 
things they would be removed - by force if 
necessary - so we see the real struggle is 
not to gain power but redistribute it, 
decentralise it, democratise it. 


SEPTEMBER 11 THE SECOND 

Which leads to the second September 11, Sll 2000 where over 10,000 protesters 
successfully blockaded the Crown Casino in Melbourne where the 1000 nchest 
corporations were meeting under the banner of the World Economic Forum. Desp.te 
brutal attacks by the police the blockade stayed solid and non-violent which was a key to 

There were two main organising blocks at SI 1 - the SI 1 Alliance and Sl l AWOL 
(AWOL standing for Autonomous Web of Liberation). The SI 1 Alliance took it upon 
themselves to be THE organisers of the blockade and organised marshalls with the view 
that decisions during the 3 days would be made by majority vote at mass meetings. The 
two largest marxist groups in Australia - the DSP [Democratic Socialist Party, pro-Cuba 
Leninists] and the ISO [International Socialist Organisation, Trotskyists] were vying for 
control of many of the positions within SI 1 Alliance. 

SI 1 AWOL participants, on the other hand, argued for protesters organising 
themselves in a self managed blockade through affinity groups facilitated by a 
spokescouncil to which each affinity group would send a delegate. The SI 1 AWOL 
groups organised most of the medical and legal teams. Their organisational methods 
reflected not only anarchist praxis, and the so-called 'Seattle' approach but of how the 
peace and environment movement in Australia has evolved its direct action strategies 
over the last 20 years. 

Tensions between centralised vs decentralised organising were minimised on 
September 11 because of the success of the blockade but grew that evening when on at 
least one picket marshalls were telling people to disband because other pickets were 
leaving. It was clear though, through the affinity networks, that this was not true. So a 
feeling grew that marshalls were not to be trusted and later when a marshall warned of 
an impending attack by riot police they were ignored and the picket unfortunately 
sustained the highest number of injuries of any picket over the period. 

Some argue that anarchists insistence on the right to autonomous action destroys 
unity and ignores collective action. But let's look at the reality of this - the anarchists 
merely acknowledge the fact that while our unity is a strength, people will not do what 
someone tells them to do if they don't see a good reason to do it. 

Both the DSP and the ISO wanted unity and democratic centralism but they both 
wanted their democratic centralism, to the point where on the victory march around 
Melbourne whey were continually fighting over the route of the rally and attempting to 
lead protesters in different directions. We all recognise the need for a strong movement 
against the corporate capitalist beast and recognise our need to work with others who do 
not share in all our visions for the future and our organisational methods. But this is why 
the movement is decentralised, diverse and flexible - organising in ways that are in 
harmony with anarchist principles. And that's why we are anarchists and not Trotskyists. 

SEPTEMBER 11 THE THIRD 

Which leads to the third September 11, this years terrorist attacks on the US where 5000 
ordinary working people lost their lives. In the wake of that event seemingly everything 
has changed. So which way forward? The very real gains of the anti-capitalist 
globalisation movement are now in danger of being lost along with our civil liberties. 
Lets not also lose our nerve. Self censorship is an ugly thing to see. We need to do a 
few things: 

(1) We've got to see the context to this war — 500 years of colonialism 

(2) We must condemn terrorism in all its forms - you can't blow up a social relationship 
and no amount of bombing will stop terrorism or end exploitation. 

(3) Link global justice with global peace - there will be no peace while injustice grows 
and the capitalist vision of free market madness will only increase hunger and 
exploitation. The demands of Dropping All Third World Debt and Abolishing the IMF 
and World Bank should be incorporated into any peace and justice movement. 

There is a plenary session tomorrow morning to further discuss planning for actions 
against the WTO and the war. 

Finally we need to build the new world in the shell of the old. In building this 
movement the internet has been crucial and in itself is a great metaphor. Created by the 
US military for nudear warfare it now is the very decentralised and non-hierarchical 
network that we are using to help connect the so called first and third world struggles. 

While mainstream media have either covered this movement inaccurately or not at all 
an international decentralised non-hierarchical media network called IndyMedia has both 
covered and participated in the movement and spread to over 60 centres around the 
world. What better way to challenge the media than to become the media. In tomorrow's 
workshop on community media you'll hear how this network spans the globe using open 
source free software developed collaboratively and decentrally by anarchists. 

- Grant F 


property is theft • abolish the wage system • neither master nor slave etc. 
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REVOLUTIONARY DAYS 
IN ARGENTINA 

n Argentina, a series ol 
mass demonstrations and 
organised seizures of food 
and goods have brought down two 
governments in three weeks and 
thrown the political elite and its US 
backers into panic. The Argentinean 
working class and middle classes 
are refusing to suffer any more for c 
four-year recession was caused not 
by them but by Rogernomics-style 
free market 'reforms' imposed by th 
United States-backed International 
Monetary Fund (IMF). 

The mainstream media and the 
'experts' of the political establishmen 
find the Argentinean revolt hard to 
stomach. For a decade they have 
been crowing about the 'death of 
socialism’ and the 'triumph of 
capitalism'. Now, they are faced with 
a revolt against capitalism in one of 
the countries they saw as a 'pin up 
star' for extreme capitalist 'reform'. 

Like the anti-globalisation protests in 
Seattle and Genoa, the Argentinean 
revolt screams that 'the Emperor has no 
clothes', that capitalism today is not 
triumphant but degenerate. Is it any wonder, 
then, that the mainstream media and the 
'experts' are trying to explain the 
Argentinean drama away as an 'episode of 
mob violence' or' a cry for US help'? 


A RECIPE FOR MISERY 

What is the background to the crisis of 
capitalism in Argentina? The early 1990's 
in Argentina saw state industries, utilities 
and banks privatised and sold off to the 
highest bidders. In 1991 the peso was 
pegged 1:1 to the $US, and increasingly 
borrowings like mortgages and loans were 
denominated in dollars. 

For a while these policies seemed to 
work. Foreign investment poured in as the 
multinationals grabbed Argentina's assets at 
knock down prices. But as the dollar rose in 
the second half of the 1 990s the cracks 
started appearing. The peso dragged up by 
the dollar made Argentinean exports 
increasingly uncompetitive, and as industrial 
exports collapsed so did Argentina's 
manufacturing base. Argentina had 
increasingly to go cap in hand to the IMF, 
which had proposed the peso peg in the first 
place. Loans of $22bn were arranged to 
prop up the faltering peso and the 
government but the price was the normal 
"structural adjustment programme". The 
money would only be released in return for 
slashing the government budget, which 
meant attacking education, health, the 
minimum wage and in the end public 
service wages and pensions. 

By last November it was clear that the 
Argentinean economy was a basket case, 
and draconian restrictions on bank 
withdrawals were introduced, allowing only 
$1000 a month to be withdrawn. Of 


exploded into world attention, and images 
from Argentina jostle for front page space 
with images from Afghanistan. Whether the 
weapons are bombs and missiles or 
redundancy notices and spending cuts, the 
enemy is the same: the working class and 
poor of a weak, poverty-stricken nation. 

The common aggressor in the two wars is 
imperialism, or the export of oppression by 
powerful governments serving the interest of 
profit. The US and its allies are using NATO 
and the UN to intervene in Afghanistan to 
protect their economic interests in the Middle 
East and to drive an oil pipeline through the 
country, and the IMF to intervene in 
Argentina to increase the profitability of the 
many businesses they own there. The anti¬ 
war struggle and the struggle in Argentina 
take aim at the same enemy. 

POPULAR ASSEMBLIES 

Argentina stands between revolution and 
fascism. A revolution in Argentina would 


course, the big financiers and corrupt 
politicians had already spirited away their 
millions abroad. As official unemployment 
figures hit 18.3% the unions called a 
massively supported one-day general strike 
on December 13th. It was to spark off a 
series of struggles, which would end with the 
'revolutionary days' that ousted President De 
la Rua and his successor Saa from office. 


FROM AFGHANISTAN TO 
ARGENTINA 

For months now, newspapers and TV screens 
have been covered with images of the war in 
Afghanistan. Exploding missiles, maimed 
children and burning villages have imprinted 
the reality of war on many Western minds, as 
the world's richest and most powerful country 
has turned on weak, poverty-stricken 
Afghanistan. At the same time, a mostly 
'quiet' war has been waged with increasing 
intensity in faraway Argentina. 

Now, of course, the 'quiet' war has 
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S-grs of a new, democratic society are 
a -eody appearing, in the form of local 
'Popular Assemblies' which are meeting in 
many Argentinean cities to organise 
resistance against the state forces and to 
encourage cooperation and the sharing of 
resources in communities which have been 
fragmented by years of ruthless economic 
policies. The Popular Assemblies are a sign 
of the emergence of 'dual power' in 
Argentina. Dual power is created when the 
working class, which in Argentina comprises 
around 80% of the population, creates its 
own structures of power to challenge those 
of the capitalist state. The PA's make 
decisions by majority vote in mass, all-up 
meetings. [Some groups think PA's are 
workers' councils in their early stages]. 

Other hints of a new society can be 
found in the unions of unemployed and 
radical workers opposed to the political 
establishment. Both the Popular Assemblies 
and the revolutionary unions will need to 
arm themselves for self-defence against the 
state forces which have killed dozens of 
protesters in recent weeks. 

THE THREAT OF FASCISM 

A fascist Pinochet-like administration imposed 
by the army is the only way that the 
Argentinean ruling dass can make the 
massive cuts in labour costs and soaal 
welfare spending that alone can restore the 
profitability of businesses. Recent events show, 
after all, that the Argentinean working dass 
will boldly resist such cuts, if it is given the 
chance. Clearly, the destruction of all civil 
liberties and all left and labour organisations 
are preconditions for the success of a new 
IMF-backed austerity programme. 

An army coup would find a likely backer 
in the US, the country that put Pinochet into 
power. A popular revolution in Argentina 
could be conflated with ‘'terrorism", and 
moral legitimacy for a military attack would 
be maintained in the eyes of 'Middle 
America'. Already leftists and workers' 
groups have staged demonstrations in 
support of the Argentinean revolution 
across the globe. If practical solidarity with 
the Argentinean people is built across the 
continents, then Bush is going to have a 
hard time planning a military intervention 
in the coming struggles. 

FROM ARGENTINA TO 
A0TEAR0A 

We are all Argentineans. The IMF-backed 
polides in Argentina dosely resemble the 
notorious 'Rogernomics' policies inflicted 
on Aotearoa by the Lange Labour 
government and the succeeding Bolger 
regime and consolidated by today's fake 
left Clark-Anderton government. In both 
Argentina and Aotearoa, these free 
business-knows-best policies caused mass 
redundancies, greatly impaired sodal 
services with spending cuts, and drove 



oc---e average wage. In both Argentina 

and Aotearoa, a small minority of the 
population benefited massively from the 
impoverishment of the rest. The struggle in 
Argentina is our struggle. 
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A .eafiet from the Anti Imperialist Coalition 
(Auckland) 

e mail anti imperialist@hotmail.com 
For a collection of news items about and 
messages from the Argentinean struggle, 
visit http://qroups.vahoo.com/group/ 
Argentina Solidarity/ 



anti-capitalist uprising in argentina 
anatomy of a revolt 

rgentina has been on the brink of 


Then the Battle of Plaza de Mayo kicked 
off proper with thousands fighting the cops. 
Hundreds of barricades were erected, and 
banks and multinationals were destroyed, 
many of them set alight. The cops ran out of 
rubber bullets and began using live rounds. 
Motorqueros (people on motorbikes) formed 
a 'people's cavalry' and charged at the 
police. The battle lasted seven hours and left 
26 dead. Similar dass rage was being 
expressed all over the country. 


(1) LOOTING 

The economic crisis forced the majority of 
the population into poverty, and forced 
those already in poverty into starvation. 
Thus it was only a matter of time before 
working dass anger was to spontaneously 
erupt. The week prior to the insurrection a 
general strike was in progress and many 
roads were blockaded. Then food riots 
broke out across Argentina, with organised 
looting at many stores and supermarkets. 
Working dass solidarity was very apparent 
with people fetching food for elderly people 
and those who did not want to risk defying 
the 35,000 cops on duty. Piles of nappies 
and baby food were placed on corners for 
parents to take. 


(3) WORKERS' COUNCILS 
The uprising went beyond insurrectionary rage 
and into a more constructive phase when 
autonomous working dass institutions called 
'Fbpular Assemblies' or workers' counals were 
formed in neighbourhoods across Argentina 
(see artide opposite). These assemblies are 
limited at the moment because they co-exist 
with the state & capital. However, they are 
potentially revolutionary because they could 
become the decision making organs (run by 
direct democracy) of the population as a whole 
if the state & capital were smashed. 

Where to now? The Argentinean 
working dass have themselves created the 
form that the social revolution needs to take 
to bring about a new dassless and stateless 
sodety. The solution is already in existence: 
workers' counals. Yet some leftists want to 
create on top of the assemblies a new left- 
wing government ('Constituent Assembly') 
or a "workers' state" to rule over the 
working dass and its assemblies. Why? 
Workers' councils aren't a popular stepping 
stone for the seizure of state power by a 
party elite, but are potentially revolutionary 
in themselves. 


(2) INSURRECTION 

Food riots quickly turned into massive anti- 
government demonstrations. Over one 
million people in Buenos Aires marched 
through the streets demanding an end to 
the neoliberal economic polides of the 
International Monetary Fund and the 2002 
austerity plan. On the morning of 20 Dec. 
2001 thousands of people made their way 
towards the Congress Square and forced 
the resignation of President De fa Rua and 
his government. The crowds banged pots 
and pans (cacerolazo), chanting slogans 
against all politiaans and demanding an 
end to debt repayments. De la Rua had to 
be airlifted to safety. 
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anarchy in 
the r.k. 


anarchism in the republic of korea 
to the present day (part one) 



narchism has never been as big 
in the republic of korea as the sex 

_pistols made it in england. (where 

is vivienne westwood when you need her?) 

maybe that's why it's pretty hard to find 
out about the real history of the korean 
anarchist movement, maybe it's because 
I'm a transient new zealander who just 
popped into town 6 months ago. maybe 
it's because my korean language skills are 
limited to basic survival needs, eg. "hello 
respected older woman, how much for a 
juicy kilo of your finest mandarins?" 

maybe, but having already made 
contact with local anarchists through the 
net before I arrived and having a friend 
who was already here checking the place 
out and meeting all the right people, i'd 
say it's for several other reasons. 

firstly, there hasn't been a continuous 
thread of ideas or activity since western 
anarchist ideas were introduced to east 
asia in 1906. a chap by the name of 
kotoku, shusui returned to japan from a six 
month trip to the us. he shocked his 
various socialist friends by declaring a 
change of political/philosophical ideas, he 
brought back with him a mixture of 
anarcho-communism and syndicalism and 
began translating popular anarchist texts 
of the day into japanese. likewise in china, 
ideas from the west began spreading as a 
result of kotoku's return and through 
connections with Chinese students living 
and working in paris and dissident Chinese 
intellectuals living in tokyo. 

in korea, anarchism didn't emerge until 
after japan had occupied (officially korea 
was annexed in 1910) and as a result, 
korean anarchism came of age in an 
environment where the primary goal was 
to gain liberation from imperialist 
oppression, this aim also overshadowed 
the activities of korean anarchists living in 
manchuria and japan, they organised to 
establish an economic system of mutual 
aid and worker-based control of 
production, but predominantly in an effort 
to better organise the anti-colonial 
struggle, from those early days until the 
relative freedoms of the 1990's, anarchists 
have faced the severe repression of a 
series of colonising forces and military 
dictatorships, often surviving by a 
withdrawal from public activity and 
maintaining contact with each other 
through private correspondence but not 
engaging in any public action. 

another reason for the difficulty in 
learning about korean anarchist history is 
that much of the work of anarchists has 
been skewed to suit current ideals about 
who was fighting against japanese 
imperialism and for what reasons, for 
example, anarchist shin, chae-ho, who 
wrote the 'manifesto of the korean 
revolution' in 1923 has gone down in 
history as a nationalist, as are anarchist 
anti-imperialists who were imprisoned and 
tortured at seodaemun prison, we are not 


told they were anarchists, but 'ui-sa,' or 
'big event patriotic fighters' which to my 
mind has a totally different connotation. 

finally, a lot of anarchists were involved 
in the struggle for national liberation 
alongside nationalists and communists 
and it can get tricky to make a distinction 
between a nationalist and an anarchist 
involved in 'un-anarchist' activities. 

to whit; a provisional korean 
government in exile was established in 
shanghai, china in 1919 by "the national 
united front of revolutionary parties and 
socialistic parties." 1 among it's members 
were yu, ja-myeong of the korean 
federation of revolutionaries and yu, rim of 
the korean anarcho-communist federation. 

their involvement was later justified by 
korean anarchist ha, ki-rak's vision of 
'a government of non-governing', non¬ 
government means non rule and non¬ 
exploitation and government means the social 
management of human lives by the people 
themselves, namely independent self- 
government. therefore there is no contradiction 
between the two conceptions of non¬ 
government and government, (ha, 1986, p.81.) 
it seems like a pretty dodgy thing for 
anarchists to be doing...establishing 
themselves in positions of power; in 
government no less, and then justifying it 
with a contradictory assertion that to 
govern is not to govern! 

to my knowledge, this is a unique 
approach to the anarchist idea of 
decentralisation of power, most anarchists I 
know would have more trouble agreeing 
with ha, ki-rak that they would with george 
woodcock who wrote: 

the sharp difference between the anarchist 


conception of strategy and ...[that of other 
movements]...arises partly from libertarian 
individualism and partly from the conviction... 
that, in a larger sense at least means 
profoundly effect ends.. .the anarchists regard 
all institutions and parties based on the idea 
of regulating social change by governmental 
action and man-made laws [sic] as counter¬ 
revolutionary. in proof of this argument, they 
point to the fact that all revolutions carried out 
by political means have ended in 
dictatorships; the resort to coercion has 
transformed them and betrayed the 
revolutionary ideal, (george woodcock, 
anarchism; a history of libertarian movements 
and ideas, new ed, 1986, p.29.) 

august of 1945. wwll is over and the 
russian army has attacked the japanese 
military in present day north korea. by 
September, the american military has 
arrived, a little miffed that russia is 
expanding and feeling all big and 
victorious, this is a crucial time for the 
lefties: "burglar japan" 2 has been defeated, 
is retreating and there is a chance to 
rebuild society after the devastation of 
japanese social and economic pillage. 

about 60 anarchists gather in jong-no 
and establish the 'free society builders 
league' and the 'farmers and labourers 
league', they are interested in exploring the 
possibilities that are open a newly 
liberated country and educating people 
about there options, they discuss how to 
establish communities and social 
organisations working toward 
independence and mutual aid. of course, it 
wasn't just anarchists working at this time 
to spread propaganda about post-colonial 
possibilities, everyone had their own ideas 
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because the american military forces 
disallowed their status as a government, 
members of the government in exile 
returned to korea as individuals, yu, rim 
held a lot of personal power and was 
respected as old and clever, many were 
looking to him for direction, at the time he 
was quoted by a local newspaper as 
saying, 

it seems that the word 'anarchism' has been 
used as being synonymous with 'non¬ 
government' in korea. but it's a 
misinterpretation of 'anarchism' by japanese 
scholars, to tell the truth, 'an-' means 'without 
or not,' and 'archi-' means 'boss or chief, that 
is compulsory power.' therefore anarchy means 
'absence of compulsory power or control.' i am 
an anarchist who rejects compulsory power, 
but not a non-govemmentist who objects to 
an autonomous government, an anarchist 
objects only to a heteronomous government, 
(ha, 1986, p.122.) 

this statement sets yu, rim well apart 
from the larger body of anarchist theorists, 
while many anarchists will debate the finer 
points of theory and certainly of practice, it 
is a basic principle of anarchism that all 
forms of government, whether by other 
(hetero-) or not, are compromising of 
personal and community autonomy. 

as any anarchist will argue (perhaps 
not the 'anti-heteronomous government' 
kind) power doesn't rest with the people 
until all power is decentralised, when you 
are liberated from the clutches of one 
authority, another lot (in this case the ussr, 
uk, and the usa) can step in to negotiate a 
division between resource-rich north and 
agricultural south, between left and right- 
wing, further crippling the people's 
attempts to rebuild society, while this time 
is generally referred to as one of 
'liberation', many contemporary korean 
anarchists don't see it as liberation at all, 
just an occupation by the american military 
instead of the japanese. 

during the struggle for freedom from 
colonial japan, left and right wing 
organisations were fighting alongside each 
other, although some considered anarchist 
methods extreme and violent, while there 
was initially support for their anti- 
japanese imperialist stance, the right wing 
later saw the anarchists as an obstacle, 
when the country was divided, many lefties 
went north to the socialist state and the 
nationalist position was strengthened by 
their departure, this extra strength put extra 
pressure on those anarchists who remained 
in the right-wing dominated south. 

during april, 1946, anarchists from 'the 
free society builders league', 'the korean 
anarchist general federation', 'the black 
friend league' and 'the league of truth and 
fraternity' gathered in anui, south 
kyeungsang province, at the conference, 
the tumultuous international situation and 


—e -c~er 3re ocai ooe was discussed. 

since occupation in 1910 japan had 
been exploiting korean resources as a 
supply for it's own economic needs and 
hindering development so that korean- 
controlled/owned industry was severely 
retarded, (john crump, "anarchism and 
nationalism in east asia", anarchist studies, 
1996, vol 4, no. 1) the majority of the 
financial, trade, transport, administrative 
and productive infrastructure had been 
controlled by japanese colonists, roughly 
3% of the population, at the conference, 
those interested in rebuilding society were 
faced with the questions of what to do and 
how to go about it. what was their 
response to this situation? how did they 
unanimously feel they could best meet their 
own goals of "human freedom" and "the 
protection of peace"? 3 

we [will] do our best to establish an 
autonomous and democratic united 
government for our independent fathedand. 
(ha, 1986, p.l 3.) 

there's been a fair amount of criticism 
levelled at the reformist and nationalist 
tendencies within the korean anarchist 
movement, both from within the 
contemporary movement and externally, in 
his article "anarchism and nationalism in 
east asia" john crump examines the 
reasons for this peculiar korean 
interpretation of anarchism . 

anarchism in korea has been notable for the 
extent to which it has been permeated by 
nationalism and also for the korean anarchists' 
readiness over many years to engage in 
conventional politics, the immediate reason for 
these peculiarities of korean anarchism would 
seem to lie in korea's colonial subjugation by 
japan from 1910 to 1945 and the division of 
the country after 1945. (crump, 1996, p. 45.) 
he argues that in the kind of 'third 
world', anti-colonial setting that existed in 
korea, anarchist principles of 
decentralisation of power and local 
autonomy can easily start to sound like 


nationalist calls to keep power in the hands 
of the subjugated people, rather than the 
colonial power, hence the danger of 
"degeneration into nationalism" (crump, 

1996, p.45). anarchism has not had a 
strong history in colonised countries, but 
crump suggests that had it, we might have 
seen more cases of movements succumbing 
to nationalism, and this is the nationalism of 
the subjugated, not of the imperialist power, 
the desire of a colonised people to be free 
of their shackles, not the desire of a nation 
state to expand it's power base, the 
distinction is important if we are to 
understand the situation where, perhaps, 
this readiness to compromise the 
cornerstones of anarchism were the 
desperate measures of people witnessing 
the carving up of their hopes for a free and 
independent existence, perhaps they saw 
involvement in conventional politics as the 
only means to remain part of any decision 
making at all. 

in anui, 1946 conference goers faced 
the same question that anarchist movements 
face today: will our principles of non¬ 
engagement in party politics completely 
isolate us from the wider community? are 
our options to remain ideologically pure, 
but marginalised, or engage in decision¬ 
making within organisations that are 
hierarchical and coercive? 

while one arguably more dominant 
trend veered toward the party politic, a 
movement was active that sought to make 
a social, not political organisation. 

one venerable elder anarchist living in 
seoul, lee, mun-chang was involved in this 
mun-chang took advantage of these times, 
he met people, one man in particular 
whom he came to respect very much, who 
began talking about anarchism with him. 
he felt a stronger desire to be part of a 
social grassroots movement than a 
political one and he spoke with me about 
the work he considers the most important of 

his life, his time working with the "farm 

continued on page 1 1 
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bac to smog 

a brief history of a community newspaper 
and beneficiaries group 



Demonstration against workfare, Christchurch, 1998 


ofh SMOG and BAC had their 
origins in the April 1997 national 

_|anarchist conference in Wellington. 

Following that conference, a small group 
of Christchurch anarchists set up the 
Anarchist Round Table (the name is a piss- 
take of the Business Roundtable). ART used 
to meet every one or two weeks, but after 
six months or so it became apparent that 
we weren't getting very far. We were stuck 
in the old anarchist ghetto. 

Like many anarchist groups, we spent 
many wasted hours stewing over ways to 
break out. Some of us lived or worked in the 
Inner City East, a working class area of 
Christchurch, and so we decided to 
establish a small neighbourhood 
newspaper with an anarchist bent. We 
formed a new group with a few sympathetic 
non-anarchists on board, and in December 

1997 we published the first issue of SMOG. 
We produced 3000 copies of the paper 
each month and did everything ourselves, 
from writing articles (we also received a lot 
of contributions from residents), and laying 
the thing out to printing, folding, and then 
stuffing the finished product in letterboxes. 
We covered our costs by carrying 
advertising from local businesses. 

There were never more than six to eight 
people involved in the core group, although 
quite a few others helped out with the 
folding and distribution. A lot of the people 
living in the area were beneficiaries, and the 
paper covered issues of concern to them 
and other low-income residents. As time 
went on, the SMOG group became more 
and more involved in activist work on 
beneficiary issues, and so in the middle of 

1998 a decision was made to form a 
separate group to distinguish this activity 
from the newspaper work. This new group 
was the Beneficiary Action Collective (BAC). 

By this stage, ART had been left behind 
and was no longer meeting as a separate 
group. SMOG also suffered as we became 
more and more involved in activist work. It 
was always a struggle to involve new 
people, and so we Were often overstretched. 
Direction was also a problem. 

However, SMOG and BAC still achieved 
some positive results. A total of 22 issues of 
SMOG were published over a period of just 
over two years. BAC helped organise 
several high profile and successful actions, 
including a public burning of copies of 
Jenny and Winston's infamous Code of 
Social Responsibility in Cathedral Square. 
The group also carried out hit-and-run raids 
on Income Support and Employment Services 
offices if we heard about beneficiaries 
getting badly treated. A number of us would 
storm into the office and present the 
manager with a huge Bastard of the Month 
certificate. The event would then be covered 
in the pages of SMOG, often with a photo of 
the hapless "victim"! 

In October 1998, BAC joined forces with 
the Enough is Enough group (based around 
Christchurch CORSO) to organise a protest 


against the introduction of the Community 
Wage, or workfare. Several hundred people 
attended the demo, and we briefly occupied 
the High Street WINZ office in central 
Christchurch before marching down to the 
City Council offices. Coverage of this event 
in SMOG featured a priceless photo of 
WINZ manager David Rhodes smiling as he 
accepts a huge Bastard of the Year 
certificate on behalf of Work and Income 
Minister Peter McCardle. This was not the 
last time David was the butt of our humour. 

SMOG was also very active on 
neighbourhood issues. One of these was the 
demolition of a community art gallery and 
other buildings on Gloucester Street to make 
way for a council housing unit. Although we 
eventually lost this battle, our involvement in 
helping to organise a spirited occupation 
and protest made sure mayoral candidate 
Garry Moore and other councillors ended up 
with plenty of egg on their faces. 

Another high-profile campaign 
organised by BAC was over access to toilets 
at the High Street WINZ office. This was 
around the time when Christine Rankin had 
taken over, and WINZ was chucking money 
everywhere. Yet they couldn't find a way to 
allow beneficiaries waiting for interviews 
access to theToilets! We started by staging 
occupations of the High Street office, on one 
occasion even delivering our own 
homemade WINZ-a-loo! All of us were 
eventually served trespass notices, so we 
then settled into a routine of weekly pickets 
outside the office. These usually featured a 
good dose of toilet humour, dressing up 
and, in the spirit of the Wobblies, lots of 
sing-alongs. We had good coverage on the 
local TV stations (not to mention in SMOG), 
and even the ultra-conservative Christchurch 
Press ran the odd story about us, although 


this usually consisted of reprinting WINZ 
press releases. But in the end we failed to 
get what we wanted and the strain on the 
group was beginning to show. 

As I mentioned earlier, the core group 
never numbered more than six to eight 
people. We tried to make decisions on a 
consensus basis, and this mostly worked. 
However, we failed to keep some strong 
personalities in check, especially at our 
meetings, and this perhaps put new people 
off. So we never had a strong platform to 
work from, relying on other groups for 
meeting spaces and resources. This was 
sometimes difficult, especially as we fell out 
with some groups over our uncompromising 
attitude towards the Community Wage. Many 
community groups wanted to - and did - 
use this abhorrent scheme. 

However, our real problem was group 
dynamics and a lack of conflict resolution 
processes. We never really sorted this out, 
and as we were basically an affinity group, 
when friends stopped being friends, that 
was it. If we had devoted more time to 
establishing processes and learnt to say 
"no" collectively to some people, things 
may have been different. 

BAC and SMOG both folded in May 
2000. By this time ART had long ceased to 
exist as a separate identity. This was a 
mistake, as it took some time for us to get an 
anarchist group going again, and in many 
ways we had to start from scratch. However, 
after six months or so of recharging our 
batteries, ART was resuscitated, and is in 
many ways a stronger, more focused group. 
Hopefully we can use some of the lessons we 
learnt from our experiences in SMOG and 
BAC to ensure we don't repeat the mistakes 
of the past. 

- Frank 
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an anarchist odyssey 

national anarchist conference 


Review of '2001: An Anarchist Odyssey' 
conference, held October 20-21 2001, 
Christchurch. 


H he 2001: An Anarchist Odyssey was 
the first national anarchist 
conference held since 1997. The 
conference was organised by the 
Christchurch based Anarchist Round Table, 
and was attended by about 50 people from 
all over the country. The conference started 
with a few speakers talking about the state of 
the world and the state of the anti-capitalist 
movement, and then a whole lot of smaller 
talks and workshops happened. 

Leigh Cookson from ARENA gave a talk 
on the WTO, the IMF and the World Bank 
and how these institutions fit together and 
how they affect the economy. Teanau and 
Evan from Aotearoa Educators talked about 
tino rangatiratanga. Murray Horton from 
CAFCA filled us in on many of the 
corporations that dominate this country's 
economy. Bill Rosenberg, also from CAFCA, 
talked about the proposed NZ-Hong Kong 
Free Trade Agreement. Scott from the 
Auckland based Third Eye collective gave a 
talk analysing NZ history. 

Other topics discussed included the 
IndyMedia network, the IWW radical union 
in Dunedin, anti-capitalist revolution, and 
direct action. A big topic of discussion was 
the anti war movement and our response to 


the latest US war. A lot of us also talked about 
the planning for the November 9th day of 
action against capitalism which was only a few 
weeks later. 

The final session was a discussion on 
what people thought of the conference and 
what practical things we could do after the 
conference. Everyone generally agreed that 
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this picture has nothing to do with the 
conference but here it is anyway 
the conference was well organised and 
worth coming to, and a lot of useful contacts 
were made. The people at Thrall made a 
request for more people to get involved in 


writing stuff for the only nationwide anarchist 
magazine in NZ (they even forced me to 
write this review). People recognised there 
was a need for more structured regional 
anarchist groups. There were a lot of people 
from Dunedin present which showed that 
anarchism is alive and kicking there. 

For me, the main contrast between this 
and previous anarchist conferences was that 
this conference had a lot more politics in it. 
Most of the conference goers were involved 
in activist groups and political movements. 
This was in contrast to conferences in the 90s 
that were often dominated by lifestyle topics 
and only a minority of people there were 
politically active. 

The anarchist movement is a lot more 
outgoing than it was several years ago. For 
the first time, several respected activist 
speakers from outside the anarchist 
movement took part in the conference, and 
most of the anarchist speakers were active in 
wider political movements. The whole 
conference felt like a conference of political 
activists, which is how it should be. 

The Anarchist Odyssey was one of the 
better activist conferences I have been to in 
the last few years, and I hope there is 
another one as soon as the organisers have 
recovered. 

- Mark Eden 

For the opening address to the conference, see 
pages 4 & 5. 


anarchy in the r.k. (continued from page 9) 


volunteers association'... 

in april 1960, students were rising up 


followed them, the students respected their 
professors very much and when evaluating 
their activities they asked the professors 
'what do we do now?' the anarchist 
professors told them most people live in the 
countryside, there is not much land and too 
many people, they suggested the students go 
into the rural areas and educate the people 
about alternatives to the status quo. at the 
time tliere wus little industry and they 
conducted they could engage in fight 
industrial manufacturing, in one group we 
built community workshops, asked the 
clothing manufacturing industry for a 
machine and started training. 

lee, mun-chang was a delegate and 
worked as a liaison between he students, 
wlio would travel from seoul during the 
weekends and the people living full time in 


he cour.i.y. the goal of iite 'farm volunteers 
association'was to make a village or town 
independent by manufacturing goods and 
then selfing their products in the dty. 
certainly they were influenced by the likes of 
kropotkin's fields, factories and workshops, 
by norodnovidc, by the makhnovists, by 


war and a number of anarchists were 
involved, however, their discourse wasn't 
fully anarchist, nor were they openly against 


gatiiering people into tee cities in tee dossic 
industrial 'urban driff and subsequently 
destroying the village system, student power 
was broken, certainly there wus resistonoe 
during teese years of tyranny, but tor the most 
part tee ay was for democracy, for capitalism 
and fire free market. 

- eleven 


given the milifary/political repression 
facing anarchists and other activists at the 
time, personal survival was at stoke, maybe 
we harbour romantic notions of defending 
our beliefs with our lives and maybe a time 
will come when we have to make this 
choice, under the dictatorship of lee, seung- 
man teese were such times. 

from 1961-1980, tec military state was 
pushing for the development of heavy industry. 


endnotes 

1 ha, a history of the korean anarchist 
movwnuot, 1986, p.112. 

7 a term used by shin chao ho in the 'manifesto 
of the korean revolution, 1923." 

J ha, 1986, p.144. 

Part Two will examine the current Korean 
anarchist movement. 

























O pposition to a proposed inner-dty 
bypass is hotting up in Te Aro, 
Wellington. Recently, a number of 
eviction notices have been issued to about 
20 dwellings and businesses along the 
proposed route (the eviction day for most is 
February 26). 

Ever since the bypass was proposed 35 
years ago there has been widespread 
community opposition to it. The bypass, 
which is projected to cost $24 million 
dollars, would cut right through the heart of 
a densely populated and historic inner city 
neighbourhood. It would also cut off much 
of the neighbourhood from the city itself. 
Almost all local residents, who are a mixture 
of mostly young Pakeha workers and 
students and older residents (many are 
middle class liberals), oppose the bypass. 
Unfortunately it has support from many 
outer city residents in largely rich suburbs 
because it has been sold to them on the 
(false) claim that it would enable them to 
travel to the hospital and airport a lot 
quicker. The bypass would allow a 60 


leam from the tino-rangatiratanga 
movement on howto build a successful 
occupation. In particular, we need to create 
a community of resistance which has 
widespread local support if we are going to 
stop the bypass. And we shouldn't overlook 
the fact that a road cannot be built without 
the consent of construction workers 
themselves. The most effective form of 
direct action under capitalism is not an elite 
group of activists locking themselves on to 
buildings or bits of concrete, but instead 
workers simply downing their tools and 
refusing to work! Drivers placed a ban on 
building equipment destined for Bastion 
Point in 1978, and this was a very effective 
act of solidarity. 


companies' time and money etc.) are direct 
attacks on the intended expansion of a 
crucial capitalist industry. 

Why are more roads being built all the 
time? Roads are deeply implicated in the 
maintenance of doss exploitation. From the 
capitalist's perspective, oneway of creating 
profit more quickly, and hence speeding 
expansion, is to reduce turnover times; the 
capitalist always seeks a way of producing 
goods more quickly and getting them to 
market more quickly. Expansion and faster 
turnovers require effident transport of things 
like raw materials and finished commodities. 
Hence building the Te Aro community 
throughpass to allow quicker transport to 
and from the city to the airport 
predominantly reflects the needs of capital, 
not us! And capital needs more roads simply 


i |jjj THE CONTRADICTORY 
: £0 FREEDOM OF CARS 

The ever growing numbers of cars and 
roads represent a dass compromise. For the 
Individual, car ownership does offer a leap 
-^L. in freedom and opportunity. The freedom to 
go where and when you want, a freedom 
undreamt of for working dass people of 
earlier generations. But the personal partial 
freedom of the car is premised on our 
7 enslavement as a dass member in the 

- . .workplace and in the sodal factory: this is 
s the essence of the dass compromise. That 

HUp s, capitalists force us to work for a wage in 
gpi order to live, and in return for accepting this 

- 77 wage-slavery we have won certain limited 
-^-benefits, such as the private automobile. 
jpH But these benefits are contradictory. The 

- increase in individual freedom offered by cars 
UBS serves to reduce the freedom of everyone else. 
‘"‘"'The car promises to liberate us but actually 

ends up destroying our spaces, polluting our 
environment, and enslaving us in work and in 
leisure. The car has become a symbol of our 
alienation: a bubble, a sealed self-contained 
environment, a barrier to direct sodal 
relationships, an obstade to working dass 
solidarity and community. Have you noticed as 
the volume of traffic grows at a rate faster than 
roads are constructed cars have nowhere to go 

- except to take their owner to work? 

Overall, if these partial, reformist struggles 
against capital (like the anti bypass struggle) 
are gonna lead anywhere, we need to link 
them up with other struggles against capital 
(especially in the workplace) to create a more 
widespread resistance to the capitalist beast. 


COMMUNITY BASED DIRECT 
ACTION 

The bypass highlights the undemocratic 
nature of capitalism today. A local 
community which almost unanimously 
opposes the bypass can have it imposed 
on them by capitalists, planners and 
politidans regardless of their wishes. But 
the bypass hasn't been built yet, and the 
time has come for a prolonged campaign 
of community based mass direct action, 
centred around occupations of the evicted 
dwellings. Signs exist that this might 
happen. Already an independent direct 
action group has been formed to oppose 
the bypass, composed of a number of 
affinity groups who specialise in things 
squatting of evicted buildings, media, food 
support and so on (to get involved ring 
385-6728). As well, there has been 
promising instances of redaiming unused 
Transit owned land for communal use, such 
as the large "Kensington Gardens". People 
have planted native trees and vegetables on 
disused patches of land along the proposed 
route. One shop that has been issued with 
an eviction notice is the local anarchist 
bookstore, the Freedom Shop (estab. 1995) 
on Upper Cuba St, has become a node of 
resistance. 

Unlike Maori, Pakeha lack a tradition of 
taking mass direct action against the 
schemes of those in power, so we need to 


CAPITALISM 

Let's partake in a very brief analysis of the 
links between roads and capital. We need 
to get beyond a simplistic rejection of roads 
or cars as "evils" in themselves. Sure, more 
cars and more roads cause more pollution, 
worse health, more accidents, waste 
valuable space and so on. But roads and 
cars are not a simple ecological or moral 
issue but a product of this awful capitalist 
society. Both roads and the car have 
become essential to modern capitalism. 
And we need to see them in this context. 

Community based anti-roads struggles 
should be seen as a new form of class 
struggle. The anti-roads movement is not 
just an ecological movement, but also is 
another expression of class antagonism 
and therefore an attack on capital. Anti¬ 
roads actions (occupations of land and 
buildings, sabotage, wasting construction 


- Fydd. This analysis has been stolen from 
the article "Auto-struggles" in Aufheben 3 
(1994) at http:7lists.village.virginia.edu/ 
—spoons/ a ut_htm l/Aufh eben /auf 3 road. htm 






















